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T HE  T RYON  T RUMPET  

Hello TPC! 
 
I thought I would share with you this month some 
facts Iõve learned about your church and community 
in the last 90 days: 

I. Tryon Presbyterian Church 

*Church Birthday--You as a church celebrate your 
centennial in just 3 ½ years. Your church was 
founded in 1922, and will be 100 years old in 2022. 

*Membership--Your official church membership 
has held steady at 300+ for the last 40 years. 

*From Kids to Senior Adults --In the 1970s TPC 
had more children and youth than adults. The pastor 
at the time, Rev. Smith, thought this was imbal-
anced and went out recruiting senior adults to join 
the church and help volunteer and pay the bills. To-
day the church is made up mostly of senior adults, 
and has been that way since the 1990s. 

*Tryon Estates--Around 100 TPC members, or 
1/3 of the church membership, live at Tryon Estates 
retirement community in Columbus. 

*Giving--Average annual giving to TPC since the 
year 2000 has nearly doubled, from $242,000 in the 
year 2000 to $456,000 last year.  

*Attendance--Average worship attendance at TPC 
has declined over the last decade from 200 per Sun-
day to 125. This is in line with nationwide worship 
statistics, which tell us that churchgoers go less fre-
quently to church today than they once did. 

*Where Members Live--The great majority of TPC 
members come from Polk County, mostly from 
Tryon and Columbus, and live within 10 miles of 
the church. 

II. The Polk County Community 

*Area Growth--The Polk County population is 
around 20,000 and growing by about 1% a year, or 
around 200 people a year. 

*Race--The Polk County population is currently 
93% White. Most of the remaining population is 
split between Hispanic and Black. 

*Poverty--14.5% of the Polk County population 
lives below the official poverty line. Women be-
tween the ages of 55 and 64 make up the largest de-
mographic group in the county who live in poverty. 
Nearly half of all children in the county live in poor 
or low-income homes. 73% of children attending 
Polk County Public Schools are eligible for free or 
reduced-cost lunches because of low household in-
come. 

Aging--The median age in Polk County is 51, with 
the projections showing that the median age will 
continue to go up in the years ahead. 

*Largest Area Denominations--Presbyterians are 
the fourth largest Christian group in Polk County, 
behind Baptists, Catholics and Methodists.  

*Rate of Churchgoing--About half the residents of 
Polk County attend church, but only about 1/3 of 
them identify with a mainline denomination. TPC 
attracts a little less than half of the 637 county resi-
dents who identify as Presbyterian. 

 
 
Blessings, 

 
 

FROM  T HE  R EV. D AVID  GARNETT  -  I NTERIM  PASTOR  



 

 

PAGE 2 T HE T RYON  T RUMPET 

2   Ellen Hendrickson 
3   Janet Edwards 
4   Carl Bender 
5   Jean Winslett 
5   Lesley Oakes 
6   Ken Shull 
7   Barbara Madill 
10 Kathy Bartlett 
11 Linda Lee Reynolds 
13 Jackie Wells 
14 Joanne Alderman 
16 John Fischer 
17 Susan Speight 
18 Jim Sutherin 
18 Heather Morrow 
19 Robert James 
19 Connie Cedervall 

20 Doris Clark 
20 Dale Drake 
20 Emma Pruette 
20 Rita Stobbe 
20 Jeff Carter 
23 Penny Padgett 
24 Gail Cornelius 
25 Elizabeth Nager 
26 Don Wells 
29 Betty Brewer 
31 Al Dempsey 
 
4   David & Molly Garnett 
8   Bob & Beverly Brunson 
11 Robert Kennedy & Karen McKinnon 

JULY BIRTHDAYS & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 
July 1   July 8   July 15  July 22  July 29 
10:00 am  10:00 am  10:00 am  10:00 am   10:00 am 
Caroline Brown  Bill Daniel  Bill Daniel  Bill Daniel  Bill Daniel 
Skip Taylor  Jeanie Daniel  Jeanie Daniel  Jeanie Daniel  Jeanie Daniel 
Rodger Walker  Reggie Drake  Reggie Drake  Reggie Drake  Reggie Drake 
Susan Woodcock  Dale Drake  Dale Drake  Dale Drake  Dale Drake 
 

Communion Servers July 1 
 Donnie & Mary Carruth, Al & Fran Creasy 

 

 

 

 
 

 

USHER LIST FOR JULY 
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L ITURGIST  SCHEDULE  
 

July 1 
Art Brown 

 

July 8 
Gail Muir 

 

July 15 
Fran Creasy 

 

July 22 

Lee Lindsay 

 

July 29 

Gloria Underwood 

 

 

STEPHEN  M INISTRY  
 

Next Meeting 
Wednesday,  
July 11, 2018 

10:00 am 
 

(Please note: monthly meetings changed to 
second Wednesday of the month!) 

 

 
Peer Support and Continuing Education 

All Stephen Ministers are asked  
to please attend. 

 
 

SM Continuing Education: 
Review of Book: Cancer-Now What? 

FROM  THE  PARISH  

A SSOCIATE FOR  

CONGREGATIONAL  

CARE  
 

I   have certainly very much appreciated the 
many expressions of care, concern, and 

support expressed by the family of Tryon Presby-
terian Church during my heart/health related 
challenges.  It has been a healing blessing and 
heartfelt experience.  Additionally, I have very 
much appreciated the LEAVE OF ABSENCE for 
up to four months that the session granted me 
commencing on March 15, 2018. 
 

Sunday, July 15, 2018 will bring that time to an 
end.  Simultaneously, I will have concluded the 
prescribed recovery and rehabilitation protocols of 
both the Cardiothoracic Surgeon and my Cardiol-
ogist, as well as the follow up testing that should 
release me back to my normal  daily activities. 
  
 

Therefore, it is my intention, with the sessionõs 
approval, to return to my duties and responsibili-
ties of the Parish Associate for Congregational 
Care on that date.  Should my prognosis change, 
and the timeline for returning need to be adjusted, 
then I will make you 
aware of it as soon as I 
know. 
  
 

I look forward to our 
shared ministry in the 
mission of Tryon Pres-
byterian Church.   
  
 

Charles Drawdy 
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T he Thermal Belt Outreach Ministry believes 
all children should have the tools for aca-

demic success.  Please help TBOM assist Polk 
County students by donating new school supplies.  
We need the following items to be collected by 
July 26: 
 

DONATION LIST: 
Backpacks 

#2 pencils, mechanical pencils, pencil sharpeners 
Blue, black, and red ink pens 

Spiral and composition notebooks 
Large and small erasers 

Pencil boxes and pencil pouches 
Colored pens and markers, highlighters 

Crayons, rulers, and index cards 
Wide and college ruled notebook paper 

Glue sticks 
5 tab dividers 
Protractors 

 
Thanks always for your generous support. 
 

Carolyn Thompson 
TBOM Ambassador  
for Tryon Presbyterian Church 

SCHOOL  SUPPLIES N EEDED FOR  OUTREACH  

 

A REFRESHING  GIFT  

Oh, how beautiful is the summer night, 
which is not night, but a sunless, yet 

unclouded, day, descending upon earth 
with dews and shadows and refreshing 
coolness!  How beautiful the long mild 

twilight, which, like a silver clasp, 
unites today with yesterday! 

 

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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A history display case has been given to the 
church and is currently displaying several 

items of interest.  You may see the historical 
display which is located in the educational 

building beside the Jones Conference 
Room. 

 

Given to the Glory of  God 
and in memory of  the 
30 charter members  

who in 1922 established  
Tryon Presbyterian Church 

by 
Rev. Lesley Bush 


